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SIR: 

It is respectfully requested that the documents listed on 
the attached form PTO/SB/08A be considered and made of record. A 
copy of the Japanese document (with an English Abstract) is 
submitted herewith. 

The U.S. patent publication identified on said form 
PTO/SB/08A is not enclosed herewith since the USPTO waived the 
requirement to file copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent 
application publications for U.S. applications filed after 
June 30, 2003. See the USPTO Notice dated July 11, 2003. 

Discussion 

Japanese No. 2000-280550 discloses a cutter mechanism in 
which a movable blade is removable from a stationary blade. 
However, the publication does not disclose a mechanism that is 
enabled to carry out exchange of parts easily by providing a 
first unit removable from a housing and a second unit removable 
from the first unit the first unit including either one of a 
printing head and platen constituting a printing mechanism and 
either one of the movable blade and stationary blade constituting 



the cutter mechanism and, the second unit including the other 
elements of the printing mechanism and the cutter mechanism. 
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